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Bordeaux beware: New Jersey
1S set on stealing your bouquet

Will Pavia Atco, New Jersey

In 2010, the state of New Jersey gave
the world the full-bodied governor
Chris Christie, a cheeky little Italian
named Snooki and a new denim and
leather-soaked album from Bruce
Springsteen.

Less well known is that 2010 was also
an excellent year for New
Jersey cabernet sauvignon,
merlot and petit verdot.

“The wine guys are get-
ting very excited about this
vintage,” said Jack Toma-
sello, 52, a New Jersey
farmer and vintner, hold-
inga glass of his newly bot-
tled 2010 Palmaris and ex-
plaining that the grace
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utes up the road, in a winery modelled
on a Tuscan villa, the food scientist and
vintner Louis Caracciolo was even
more bullish about his 2010 Europa 1.
“In a couple of years I will put this up
against a Chateau Margaux and beat
it,” he said.

Until recently, these statements
would have seemed the stuff of fantasy
in a state better known for motorways,
heavy industry and Tony Soprano. Yet

soil tests, climate studies
2 and aseries of blind
tastings by French
and American
judges are establish-
ing New Jersey as a
wine region to rival
Bordeaux.
When his fellow
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area had a sandy soil similar to that of
Bordeaux, an almost identical growing
season and a very similar topography.

Italian immigrants to New Jersey,
including Mr Caracciolo’s grandfather,
had made their own wine but the indus-
try was brought to its knees in the
1920s by Prohibition. Mr Caracciolo
did his best to keep up the tradition: at
college he was arrested for making
wine in his dormitory room.

Planting his vines in 1976, he was
cheered by the so-called “Judgment of
Paris”, ablind-taste test in which a Cali-
fornian wine beat a Chateau Mouton-
Rothschild. French wine critics now
visit Mr Caracciolo. “Michel Rolland,
one of the most famous wine writers in
the world, was here,” he said. “He tast-
ed my cabernet sauvignon. He said, ‘Ei-
ther this is a miracle or a fraud’.”

Though Mr Caracciolo frets over the
image of New Jersey, he was reassured
by another French oenophile. “He said,
‘Louis, no problem. They have been
making shit wine in New Jersey for 350
years; in Provence, it was a thousand.
You change it one taste at a time’.”

atey Walter, an
ecologist at the
University of

Alaska, aided by a
student with a match,
releases methane gas
trapped beneath the
frozen Goldstream
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Lake in Canada. She is
researching how much
methane the ice holds
and its impact on the
atmosphere. “My job’s
the worst, because
usually you catch on
fire,” she said.

Would-be
hero’s fake
attack fails
to impress

Will Pavia New York

In the cause of impressing
a woman, few men have
gone as far as Jeffery
Siegel, 26, who apparently
arranged for a man to leap
out at him and his female
friend armed with a large
knife asif intending to rape
her.

The “victim”, Brianne
Coots, said Mr Siegel, from

The retirement you
want could be locked

up in your home.

Aviva Equity Release.

How much could you release?

If you're 55 or over and your finances are
much tighter than you'd like them to be,
releasing the cash tied up in your home could
help you to enjoy a more comfortable
retirement. Thousands of people have already
taken a lifetime mortgage with Aviva.

Talk to an adviser

For a personalised illustration, speak to one of
our specialist advisers. They will talk you
through the lifetime mortgages offered by
Aviva. They'll explain how a lifetime mortgage,
and the costs involved, will reduce the
inheritance you can leave and how it can also

affect your tax position or eligibility for welfare

One of the first things you'll want to know is

benefits. Rest assured, we'll provide you with all
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Arkansas, had invited her
for a stroll in a park in

Jonesboro, saying he
wanted to talk.
As they walked through

woodland, Ms Coots com-
plained that “it was cold
and dark, and I wanted to
go back to the truck”. She
told a local television
station: “I heard the leaves
rustle, and a guy jumps up,
and he has a really big
knife with him.” She heard
him shout: “You can go,
but your girlfriend stays.”

Mr Siegel told her to
stay back while he con-
fronted the black-clad as-
sailant. Ms Coots fled
through the woods and
down a sheer hillside,
losing a shoe as she ran.
She then called the police.

After officers searched
the area and noted the shal-
low wounds inflicted on
Mr Seigel by the attacker,
the would-be hero alle-
gedly confessed that he
had staged the entire inci-
dent. Police did not press
charges.

“Hefeltlike he had toim-
press me somehow,” Ms
Coots said. “And I just told
him that I didn’t feel like
we needed to be talking
any more after that.”

how much you can release, which will
depend on your age, property value and
type, and the product you choose. The table
below provides you with some examples of
the average amount you could release.

the information you need, and recommend
whether releasing equity from your home is right
for you or not.

Age Property value

£150K £200K £250K £300K £350K
55 £24K £32.5K £40.5K £48.5K £56.5K
60 £31.5K £42.5K £53K £63.5K £74K
65 £39.5K £52.5K £65.5K £78.5K £91.5K
70 £50K £67K £83.5K £100.5K £117K
75 £57K £76K £95K £114K £133K
80 £65K £87K £108.5K £130.5K £152K
85+ £72K £96K £120K £144K £168K

This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks, ask for a
personalised illustration. Minimum age and property values apply.

0800 0927 901

Quoting ref: 7987/2

Call now to speak
to an adviser

AVIVA

Watch real life story video guides
at aviva.co.uk/retirement

Lines open: Monday - Friday 8am - 7pm, Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm

We can only advise on our own products.

For your protection telephone calls may be recorded. Lifetime Mortgages are not available in the Channel Islands
and Isle of Man. Aviva Equity Release UK Limited. Registered in England No. 3286484.

Registered Office: 2 Rougier Street, York YO90 1UU. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.
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